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Synopsis

From the tumbling walls of Jericho to a Jewish girl who became the queen of Persia, the historical
books of the Bible are intriguing and unquestionably fascinating. In this comprehensive introduction,
veteran Old Testament professor Victor Hamilton demonstrates the significance of the messages
contained in these biblical books by carefully examining content, structure, and theology. He details
the events and implications of each book chapter by chapter, providing useful commentary on

overarching themes and the connections and parallels between Old Testament texts. Now in paper.
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Customer Reviews

From the tumbling walls of Jericho to a Jewish girl who became the queen of Persia, the historical
books of the Bible are intriguing and unquestionably fascinating. In this companion volume to his
widely used Handbook on the Pentateuch, veteran Old Testament professor Victor Hamilton
demonstrates the significance of the messages contained in these biblical books. To do so,
Hamilton carefully examines content, structure, and theology using rhetorical criticism, inductive
Bible study, published scholarship, archaeological data, word studies, and text-critical evidence.
Hamilton details the events and theological implications of each book chapter by chapter, providing
useful commentary on overarching themes and the connections between Old Testament texts. For
those who wish to do additional research, each chapter is appended with a bibliography of recent,
relevant scholarship. "Professor Hamilton has provided college students and anyone else serious

about studying the historiographic books of the Old Testament with an excellent introduction. His



careful attention to style and message bring these ancient writings to life." -Daniel |. Block, Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary "Victor Hamilton’s Handbook on the Historical Books continues the
fine work he began in his Handbook on the Pentateuch. Investigating the Old Testament historical
books paragraph by paragraph, he provides lucid analyses of the overall messages and important
issues in each one. Hamilton’s book is clearly written, contains many helpful insights, and is well
informed by the best in biblical scholarship. Students and pastors alike will benefit from it." -David M.
Howard Jr., Bethel Theological Seminary Author, Anintroduction to the Old Testament Historical
Books Victor P. Hamilton (Ph.D., Brandeis University) is professor of Bible and theology at Asbury
College, where he has taught for thirty years. His works include Genesis (2 volumes, NICOT) and

Handbook on the Pentateuch.

"[An] excellent introduction to the Old Testament historical books. . . . Hamilton makes incisive
exegetical and interpretive comments at important junctures. The greatest value to his approach,
however, is the synthesis of the whole, which helps the reader appreciate the strategy and literary
skill of the composition as literature. . . . The book is an important addition to the literature on the
Old Testament historical books. Hamilton has clearly done his homework and has packaged his
findings in good prose and a coherent, readable style."--Eugene H. Merrill, Bibliotheca Sacra"lssues
of *history’ swirl notoriously around Old Testament studies, highly subjective judgments made in the
sober name of critical objectivity. In the midst of the acrimonious swirl, Hamilton cautiously,
carefully, and judiciously works his way through the so-called history books of the Old Testament.
Hamilton knows all about current scholarly issues but is more interested in the text itself, the way it
works, and the way the past is rendered imaginatively. As a consequence, students will find here a
clear guide in considering the detail and claim of the text itself, at least for now not needing to
engage the scholarly debates that focus outside the text and outside its claims."--Walter
Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary"Handbook on the Historical Books manages to
steer between the oversimplified approaches found in many evangelical texts and the complex and
speculative theories found in many critical studies of Hebrew historiography. The book gives proper
attention to interpretive and critical issues, but this does not obfuscate Hamilton’s thorough
exposition of the ideology, theology, and content of these ancient Israelite histories. This volume is
destined to become a standard evangelical introductory text."--Kenton L. Sparks, Eastern
University"This highly readable handbook combines clear exposition with an informed synthesis of
scholarship--truly the work of a master teacher! Hamilton presents narrative summaries of the

Historical Books that seamlessly integrate historical, compositional, and literary analysis. Students



at all levels will find it to be an excellent guide to the biblical text and to the issues that lie at the

heart of scholarly discussion."--L. Daniel Hawk, Ashland Theological Seminary

Excellent!

| had to read this book for a college level class, but | still found it enjoyable. He basically goes
through each chapter and provides a summary of what took place and their significance. He doesn’t
get bogged down in the nitty-gritty details, but keeps the commentary going. | wish it would be a little
more in-depth and specific in certain passages, but overall this book is a very handy guide when

reading the historical books of the OT.

Great view of the OT books. Victor Hamilton uses many different theologians and synthesizes them
to give a great view of the OT books. Well worth purchasing, reading, referencing and placing in
your library.

Terrific guide for students!

Always a need to know more about biblical history when it comes to the Old Testament. You will

never learn enough and gives you opportunity to compare with other historical books you may have.

GREAT READ AND PRICE

| am using this book for my Jew/Christian studies. This book helped me understand and see the

picture much clearer. | recommend this book for learning. Not a difficult book to read.

This was highly recommended to me by my deacon. Very informative.
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